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Writtentestimonyin favor ofBill 10,beforetheHonoluluCity Councilon February14, 2012.

Campaign for Recycling(C4R), a national nonprofit environmental advocacyand research
organization that advocatesfor wastereduction and recycling laws, supports Bill 10, which
regulatestheuseofnonbiodegradableplasticbagsandothercertainbagsprovided to customers.

Recyclingis not a solution for plasticbaglitter
C4Rhasworkedwith retailers,bagmanufacturersandlocal andstategovernmentsin an effort to
try to managesingle-useplasticbagsthroughrecycling.However,evenin Californiawhichhas
establishedthelargestcollectioninfrastructurefor anysinglematerialin thestate,efforts to
managesingle-useplasticbagsthroughrecyclinghavefailed. TheCA statewiderecyclingratein
2009wasamere3%.Furthermore,thesmallpercentagethat is recycledanywhereis cost-
prohibitive,becausethemarketpricefor balesofplasticbagsis substantiallyoffsetby the
logisticalcostsofcollecting,transporting,andhandlingthebagsfor baling andrecycling.

Plasticbagsharm the environment
Single-useplasticbagsarea costly,environmentallydamaging,andeasilypreventablesourceof
litter andpollution. Light andaerodynamic,plasticbagsareuniquelylitter-proneevenwhen
properlydisposedof, andposea seriousthreatto themarineenvironment.Whentheyareno
longervisible to thenakedeye,plasticbagsarestill not fully gonebut insteadhavebrokendown
throughphoto-degradationinto tiny particles.Theseparticlesthenattractsurroundingtoxins and,
whenmistakenasa food source,contaminatethefoodchain.Plasticpollutionhaskilled
thousandsof marinebirds, seaturtlesandotherspeciesandthreatensHawaii’s ocean-based
economy.Plasticbagsarealsoeasilytransportedinto theenvironmentto clog stormdrains,litter
beaches,andin generalbecomeavisualblight, resultingin costlycleanupefforts.

Safealternatives to single-usebags
Recentclaimsabout the safetyofreusablebags,theenvironmentallysuperioralternativeto
single-usebags,aremisleading.Theremaybesomeamountofleadin thedyesusedin some
bags(andclothesanddishware)madein China,butmanypopularandconvenientreusablebags
havebeencertifiedto beleadfreeandotherhazardousmaterials.Furthermore,thereis zero
evidencethatreusablebagscontainanythingcloseto dangerouslevelsof bacteria,or that the
e.coli strainsfoundduring arecentindustry-fundedstudy arein fact dangerous.

Banningsingle-useplasticbagsis widely consideredan appropriateandpracticalactionthatcan
protectour environmentandsavefmancialresources.Othercountiesin Hawaii havealready
takenthis step,andHonoluluneedsto catchup. We urge your support ofthis bifi.
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